CHAPTER   XD

THE  INVASION  OF  SPAIN

UP till the end of November, 1936, General Franco's
open supporters,  and also those who were secretly
working to ensure an early victory, had a comparatively
easy task in  England.   There was, during the early
months, a colourable case for the revolt being a civil
war.   A considerable majority of the few Spaniards
living in England belonged to the classes who were
backing the Church and the military caste.   Men like
the Marquis de Merry del Val, the diplomatist and
brother of the Cardinal, were violent partisans, and
were allowed a freedom and scope of expression not
permitted to the few educated Spaniards who were in
England,  and   knew  what was  really  happening in
Spain. The Pope's brass band of literary converts ble\v
their hardest, hitting the wrong note often enough,
but making plenty of noise. A reckless and entirely one-
sided 'atrocity* campaign was started in papers like the
Daily Mail, and also in the Catholic press. Our drawing-
room fascists even began a kind of Franco cult, and the
rather undignified little man, with his doubtful political
past, and his shady financial connections, was put before
the public as a modern Bayard, sanspeuret sans reproche.
All this was of the greatest help to the British Govern-
ment and to the Foreign Office. Without exactly sup-
porting the campaign Cabinet Ministers could go round
the country pointing out how wise they were to insist
on neutrality and isolation, how evenly divided the
Spaniards must be, and how lucky it was to be In
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